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3 Brands Measured 

Å  Brand X Å  Cozaar 

Å  Benicar Å  Micardis 



4 Analysis Frame 

Å 90 day span measured (Nov 15, 2009 to Feb 12, 2010)  

Å Worldwide online blogs, news, forums & Twitter 

Å Brand X vs. Cozaar vs. Benicar vs. Micardis 

Å Share of Voice 

Å Sentiment 

Å 2+ billion online documents searched 



5 Notes 

Å This report analyzed web pages with any mentions of the brand search queries.   

Å Video results are based on an extended timeline due to lack of recent videos relevant 
to the search query. 

Å Twitter data is complete for the last 10 days and estimated past that point due to 
Twitterôs privacy policies. 

Å Software capabilities include the ability to exclude or include any additional terms 
within search queries to narrow down the search. 

Å Online mentions of the four analyzed Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers, at a high level 
glance, can be categorized into: 

Å Investor news or press release postings surrounding the performance of these 
brands and/or their parent companies 

Å Twitter users spreading drug-related information 

Å Hypertensive patients blogging or participating in forum communities about blood 
pressure medications. 

Å Common themes include side effect inquiries, anecdotes related to side effect or 
co-morbidity complications, & questions from patients about alternatives to their 
current medications. 



6 

Share of Voice and Popularity 

Tracker Across Media including 

Blogs, Forums, News and Twitter 



Total Share of Voice (incl. blogs, forums, news & Twitter) 7 

Benicar  Cozaar  

Micardis  

Brand X  



8 Brand X versus Competition ï Online Mentions 

Variable Brand X Cozaar Benicar Micardis 

Blog mentions 1026 2251 1124 315 

News mentions 625 1083 461 188 

Tweets 1081 675 256 256 

Message Posts 6459 9216 9865 2704 

Nov. 15, 2009 through Feb. 12, 2010 



9 Popularity Tracker ï Across All Channels 
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10 

Blogs 



11 Share of Voice ï Blogs 

Benicar  

Cozaar  

Micardis  

Brand X  

47%  

24%  

7%  

22%  



12 Sentiment ï Blogs 
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13 Popularity Tracker ï Blogs 
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14 Key Blogs Mentioning ARB Brands 

Brand X  Cozaar  Benicar  Micardis  

Businesspundit.com   Blogs.consumerreports.org Medpagetoday.com   Medicalnewstoday.com   

News-medical.net  Modernmedicine.com  Ask.metafilter.com   News-medical.net  

Blogs.bnet.com  Theheart.org  News-medical.net  Biotopics.zampbioworld.org  

Blogs.consumerreports.org/ Webnewswire.com  News.health.com   Medications.com   

Webnewswire.com   Bloodpressurenaturalremedies.com   Lowcarbfriends.com Alternativegenericdrugs.com   

Pharmalot.com   Developmentalstages.edublogs.org   Treatment.blogono.com  Bewellbuddy.com   

Industry-news.org  Alternativegenericdrugs.com   synchemist.blogspot.com  Onlyhealthnews.com   

Kevinmd.com/blog  Seekingalpha.com   Topix.com   Greathealthguides.com   

Alternativegenericdrugs.com   Drugsfaq.wordpress.com   Highbloodpressuresupport.com   Proctomeds.com  

Medications.com  Stockbloghub.com   Drugsfaq.wordpress.com   Thehighbloodpressureremedy.com   



15 Key Blog Verbatim Conversation Examples ï Brand X 

ñCompany Z could find its leadership position in blood pressure 

therapies challenged in the next two years, owing to generic intrusion 

on its flagship anti-hypertensive drug Brand X.ò 

ñShe has now put me on 25mg of hct with the instructions 

that if my blood pressure doesnôt come rise substantially in 

the next 30 days to stop the hct and see what happens with 

no medicine.ò 
ñIôm already on Brand X, doing gripping exercises, doing cardio, 

trying to reduce salt intake, and trying to lose weight but iôm 

looking for extra things to do to help.ò 

ñLike many other Big Pharmas, Company Z is 

losing patent exclusivity on key drugs. Blood 

pressure medication Brand X ($3.8 billion in 

sales), leukemia medication Brand A ($3.3 

billion) and breast cancer treatment Brand D 

($1.2 billion), fall off the patent cliff in 2012, 

2013 and 2011, respectively.ò 

ñMy doctor recently started me on 80mg Brand 

X. I take in the morning. It is now 730pm and i 

have a feeling throbbing in my ears. I think it is 

because of high blood pressure. Is it safe to 

embezzle another 80mg Brand X and call my 

doctor in the morning?ò 



16 Key Blog Verbatim Conversation Examples ï Cozaar 

ñI was in the ER for high blood pressure 

about 6 months ago. I went to my cardiologist 

and he put me on 50mg/day of cozaar. I cut 

out all sodium in my diet and have been on 

an extremely low sodium diet since then. 

My blood pressure still spikes all the time 

to 180ôs/110ôs. And it makes me feel 

horrible when it does.ò 

ñToday, I thought I'd focus our 

discussion about hypertension 

specifically on the issues that 

athletes faceéExamples 

include: Avapro, Atacand, 

Cozaar. These medications are 

similar to the ACE inhibitors. 

Again, they have a favorable 

side effect profile.ò 

ñSeveral products like Valtrex, Coreg IR, and 

Requip are all facing declining sales due to 

intense generic competition. The entry of 

generic versions of Merckôs Cozaar is likely 

to stunt sales of Coreg further.ò  

ñI am currently taking Cozaar, but i donôt feel as energetic 

and awake as I used to be. Is there any other medication 

that will not cause drowsiness or tiredness?ò 



17 Key Blog Verbatim Conversation Examples ï Benicar 

ñThe FDA has approved a once-daily tablet combining amlodipine drags 

(Norvasc), a calcium-channel blocker, and olmesartan medoxomil (Benicar), 

an angiotensin-receptor blocker, for the treatment of hypertension.ò  

ñHypertension might be considered one of the largest health 

hazards that you could potentially be inflicted with. Having 

abnormally high blood pressure almost always results in 

debilitating or, in many cases, fatal heart disordersé Along 

with the top brands of blood pressure regulators is Benicarò 

ñI was on Benicar 40mg daily for 3 weeks for hypertension, then I 

discontinued this medication on 1/4/10 because my doctor informed 

me of the pregnancy complication risks. How long do I have to be 

off this medication before its safe to get pregnant?ò 



18 Key Blog Verbatim Conversation Examples ï Micardis 

ñBoehringer Ingelheimôs Micardis 

(telmisartan) has been approved 

by the European Commission to 

reduce the risk of cardiovascular 

(CV) morbidity in high CV risk 

patients.ò 

ñMicardis HCT, a 

combination ARB ï diuretic 

blood pressure pill have no 

clinically significant effect 

on or under alcoholò 
ñJust wondering if it has affected your sex drive? ï I 

donôt take Micardis but I do know that it may affect your 

sex 

drive unfortunatelyò ñMicardis is a member of a family of drugs called 

angiotensin receptor blockers (ARBs), which 

includes losartan (Cozaar), valsartan (Brand X), 

irbesartan (Avapro), and candesartan (Atacand).ò 



19 

Traditional News Media 

 



20 Share of Voice ï News Mentions 

20%

8%

46%

26%

Benicar  

Cozaar  

Micardis  

Brand X  



21 Top Traditional News Sources for ARB Brands 

Brand X Cozaar Benicar Micardis 

Reuters.com Yahoo.com Bizjournals.com  Yahoo.com 

Yahoo.com Businesswire.com Yahoo.com  Bizjournals.com 

Businessweek.com Diarionco.com Indiatimes.com  Businesswire.com 

Forbes.com Reuters.com Tradingmarkets.com Reuters.com  

Handlesblatt.com  Timesonline.co.uk Seekingalpha.com  Pr-inside.com  

Nytimes.com Philly.com  Businesswire.com Medicalnewstoday.com  

Drugs.com Fool.com  Morningstar.com Forbes.com  

Nasdaq.com Prnewswire.com Reuters.com Financialpost.com  

Uol.com.br Chron.com  Webmd.com Prnewswire.com  

Tagesanzeiger.ch Seekingalpha.com  Thepharmaletter.com Morningstar.com  



22 

Message Boards 



23 Share of Voice ï Message Boards 

33%

9%
35%

23%

Benicar  

Cozaar  

Micardis  

Brand X  



24 Sentiment ï Message Boards 
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25 Popularity Tracker ï Message Boards 
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26 Key Forum Verbatim Conversation Examples ï Brand X 

ñi am taking Brand X valsartan 80g and nebivolol 2.5mg. I can not sleep, feel very hot. 

Mind is like working overtime, unable to relax, lack of interest in eating. Lack of interest in 

my partner. feeling a sence of loss all the time. can't be bothered. can anyone plse post 

their comments if they are feeling the same as i do if they are using the same tablet.ò 

ñHowever, my new prescription plan no longer covers Avalide and 

requested that that I switch to Brand X HCT. My cardiologist 

suggested Brand X HCT 320-25. Are there any dangers for me 

to switch these medications so suddenly?ò 

ñI'm on Brand X (brand name 

Valsartan) 80mg. No cough or any 

other side effects. I tried other 

meds before this one and got the 

cough with one, and a hoarse 

voice with another. Some classes 

of high bp meds cause a cough 

and enalapril (an ACE inhibitor) is 

one. This is a very common side 

effect...ò 

ñwas put on Brand X last year started 

losing hair like crazy all drs denied it was 

medicine related went to md dermatoligist 

and endocrinologist i took Brand X for six 

months went back to md insisted to change 

medication im now on zestril bp is good 

and hair stopped falling out after about 4 or 

5 weeks and it has grown back good luck 

all i wish i had followed my instincts earlierò 



27 Key Forum Verbatim Conversation Examples ï Cozaar 

ñWhat has anyone heard regarding the upcoming Cozaar 

going generic issue. Any word on how it will impact the 

field force? What about CV or hospital? How many of the 

gen-med sales force will get whacked? Just wondering...ò 

ñHe also mentioned and focused more importantly on my BP which was ar 140 over 

100 which he was worried about so he told me to increase my Cozaar dose of 25mg 

per day to 50 for also 2 weeks until the next assement. I told him that I was getting 

these sharp pains on the top side of my head for the past 24 hours and he said that 

it could be due to high blood pressure.ò 

ñCozaar is an AT2 antagonists. Not 

sure why you are on it. Usually ACEs 

or ARBs are recommended to treat 

blood pressure in diabetics.ò  



28 Key Forum Verbatim Conversation Examples ï Benicar 

ñWell after 4 weeks I am down 3lbs. and no inches on the 

waist. These aren't the results I was expecting. The first time 

I did Atkins I lost 16lbs. and most of it was off my waist. The 

only thing different this time is now I am on Benicar for blood 

pressure - could this be stopping my weight loss?ò  

ñAs far as the BP meds, my regular doc put me on Benicar last yerar. I had some 

nasty side effects from that, my heart was acting weird and having PVCs, so he 

got me off it. I wasn't feeling too bad after that for a while. This year after it being 

high at his office again, he prescribed Lisinopril. While not as bad as the Benicar, 

that one seemed to kind of mess with my heart too. Only 5 mgs. He had me get off 

that one too.ò 

ñAmy, don't know if you've tried it as a BP med, but DH 

seems to be doing pretty well on his Benicar. Just 

thought I'd offer that up. And thanks :)...ò  



29 Key Forum Verbatim Conversation Examples ï Micardis 

ñI have Asthma, Diabetes and Hypertension I 

was taking Altace to control my Hypertension 

which caused an awful coughé doc recently 

changed me to Micardis and Iôm still coughing. 

This is the 5th go round with medicine to control 

my Hypertension.. It has been very costly!! 

Anyone know of a medicine that REALLY works 

for someone in my situation?ò 

ñMy husband has high blood 

pressure and been prescribed 

Crestor & Micardis. But, due to high 

costs, we are unable to afford his 

medications. What are YOUR food 

suggestions? Everyone always say 

ñdiet and exerciseò and we know 

that. My husband does not have 

a problem with his weight.ò 

ñNow I'm not sure if the angiotensin II receptor antagonists, such as Micardis, have a 

similar effect on the myocardium as the ACE inhibitors like Lisinopril you were taking. ACE 

Inhibitors have been shown to help stop cardiac remodeling, such as further progression 

of LVH. Hopefully the Micardis has a similar benefit.ò 

ñHe finally got back and after a lot of prodding gave me a script for 

Micardis to take for 4 days and then diatizem (a calcium channel blocker 

on the $4.00 

Wal Mart list. Anyway my blood pressure was going up and up and on 

Saturday it went up to 266/166 and I went to the ER and was admitted.ò 



30 Key Forums Mentioning ARB Brands 

***Please note ï most of the forums listed below have several mentions 

surrounding all four of these four ARB brands. The forums listed exclude 

forums with lots of spam results which account for a significant portion of 

forum mentions. 

Key Forums 

Topix.com Healingwell.com  

Weightwatchers.com Forums.bodybuilding.com 

Boards.webmd.com Messageboards.ivillage.com 

Forums.metacafe.com Professionalmuscle.com 

Diabetesforums.com Healingwell.com 

Forums.about.com Diabetes.co.uk 

Dlife.com Healthboards.com 

Cafepharma.com Prohealth.com 



31 

Twitter 



32 Share of Voice ï Twitter 

42%

22%

10%

26%

Benicar  

Cozaar  

Micardis  

Brand X  



33 Twitter ï Top Tweeters 

Brand X Benicar Micardis Cozaar 

@druginteraction  (86) @drugsideffects (22) @drugsideeffects (21) @drugsideeffects (46) 

@drugsideffects (77) @ehealthme (19) @ehealthme (20) @druginteraction (37)  

@ehealthme (57) @druginteraction (16) @druginteraction (16)  @ehealthme (17)  

@1rxus (22) @forosdesl (7) @aboutpharmacy (2) @localtrials (9)  

@turistnyt (7) @mdlinx (4) @taradforum (2) @druginfo (6) 

@forosdesl (4) @turistnyt (4) @adpharmnet (2)  @mdlinx (5)  

@daytoncom (3) @rateadrug (3) @newsmedical (1)  @recruitingtrial (5) 

@wayrustic (2) @coolhealthstuff (2) @zorgbeheer (1) @usclinicaltrial (4) 

@jewishbloggers (2) @wayrustic (2) @boehringer (1) @hidejackyle (4) 

@mdlinx (2) @kevinflatt (2) @w23peace (1) @daytoncom (4) 



34 

Video 



35 Top Relevant Videos for ARB Brands  

Views: 1646 

 

Comments: 2 

Views:  2251 

 

Comments:  0  

Views:  127 

 

Comments: 0 

Views: 2446 

 

Comments: 1  

Views: 5787 

 

Comments: 2 

Views: 503 

 

Comments: 1  

***Clicking the thumbnails will navigate to the video page*** 

Brand X Cozaar 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfEqFDNDiu4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2g1x_4T-IUk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q0AYMKudEyg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kd9tU6g4lk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfVRvO9-u78
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OETsj-3ariA


36 

Benicar Micardis 

Top Relevant Videos for ARB Brands  

***Clicking the thumbnails will navigate to the video page*** 

Views: 1024 

 

Comments: 0  

Views: 616 

 

Comments: 4  

Views: 119 

 

Comments: 0  

Views: 87  

 

Comments: 0  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SmnDHMamMv8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PiGBd2IkloY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGAGBSMMn80
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufK-7Yv9KZ0



